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Zidovudine Exposure in HIV-1 Infected Tanzanian Women Increases Mitochondrial DNA Levels in Placenta and Umbilical Cords
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Background:    Zidovudine (AZT) constitutes part of the recommended regimens for prevention and treatment of HIV-1 infection. At the same time, AZT as well as HIV-1 infection itself may induce mitochondrial damage. In this study, we analyzed the impact of prenatal AZT-exposure on mitochondrial alterations in HIV-infected women and their infants.  Methods:    Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) levels in placentas of HIV-1 infected Tanzanian women with and without prenatal AZT exposure, and in the umbilical cords of their AZT-exposed/unexposed infants were quantified using real-time PCR. Furthermore, we checked for the most common mitochondrial deletion in humans, the 4977 base pair deletion (dmtDNA4977) as a marker for mitochondrial stress.  Results:    83 women fulfilled the inclusion criteria. 30 women had been treated with AZT (median duration 56 days; IQR 43–70 days) while 53 women had not taken AZT during pregnancy. Baseline maternal characteristics in the two groups were similar. The median mtDNA levels in placentas and umbilical cords of women (311 copies/cell) and infants (190 copies/cell) exposed to AZT were significantly higher than in AZT-unexposed women (187 copies/cell; p = 0.021) and infants (127 copies/cell; p = 0.037). The dmtDNA4977 was found in placentas of one woman of each group and in 3 umbilical cords of AZT-unexposed infants but not in umbilical cords of AZT-exposed infants.  Conclusions:    Antenatal AZT intake did not increase the risk for the common mitochondrial deletion dmtDNA4977. Our data suggests that AZT exposure elevates mtDNA levels in placentas and umbilical cords possibly by positively influencing the course of maternal HIV-1 infection.
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Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA):  burden of disease and control challenges in Europe
                     
                







Köck, Robin; Becker, Karsten; Cookson, B.; Gemert-Pijnen, J. E. van; Harbarth, S.; Kluytmans, J.; Mielke, Martin; Peters, G.; Skov, R. L.; Struelens, M. J.; Tacconelli, E.; Torné, A. Navarro; Witte, Wolfgang; Friedrich, Alexander W. 


Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a major cause of healthcare- and community-associated infections worldwide. Within the healthcare setting alone, MRSA infections are estimated to affect more than 150,000 ...
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Xenotropic Murine Leukemia Virus–related Gammaretrovirus in Respiratory Tract
                     
                







Fischer, Nicole; Schulz, Claudia; Stieler, Kristin; Hohn, Oliver; Lange, Christoph; Drosten, Christian; Aepfelbacher, Martin 


Xenotropic murine leukemia virus–related gammaretrovirus (XMRV) has been recently associated with prostate cancer and chronic fatigue syndrome. To identify nucleic acid sequences, we examined respiratory secretions by using ...
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Systematic literature analysis and review of targeted  preventive measures to limit healthcare-associated  infections by meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus
                     
                







Köck, Robin; Becker, Karsten; Cookson, B.; Gemert-Pijnen, J. E. van; Harbarth, S.; Kluytmans, J.; Mielke, Martin; Peters, Georg; Skov, R. L.; Struelens, Marc J.; Tacconelli, E.; Witte, Wolfgang; Friedrich, Alexander W. 


Meticillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) is a major cause of healthcare-associated infections in Europe. Many examples have demonstrated that the spread of MRSA within healthcare settings can be reduced by targeted ...
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