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Assessment of varicella vaccine effectiveness in Germany: a time-series approach
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Heininger, Ulrich

Kries, Rüdiger von




A multivariate time-series regression model was developed in order to describe the 2005-2008 age-specific time-course of varicella sentinel surveillance data following the introduction of a varicella childhood vaccination programme in Germany. This ecological approach allows the assessment of vaccine effectiveness under field conditions by relating vaccine coverage in cohorts of 24-month-old children to the mean number of cases per reporting unit in the sentinel network. For the 1-2 years age group, which is directly affected by the vaccination programme, a one-dose vaccine effectiveness of 83·2% (95% CI 80·2-85·7) was estimated which corresponds to previous approaches assessing varicella vaccine effectiveness in the field in the USA.
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Complications of varicella after implementation of routine childhood varicella vaccination in Germany.
                     
                







Spackova, Michaela; Muehlen, Marion; Siedler, Anette 


A country-wide sentinel surveillance system was initiated in Germany after implementation of routine varicella vaccination of children >11 months. Sentinel physicians report monthly the number of cases and of severe varicella ...
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Changes to the varicella and pertussis immunisation  schedule in Germany 2009: Background, rationale and  implementation
                     
                







Wiese-Posselt, Miriam; Hellenbrand, Wiebke 


In July 2009, the German Standing Committee on  Vaccination (STIKO) modified its recommendations for  varicella and pertussis vaccination, based on newly  available data on disease epidemiology, vaccine  effectiveness (VE) ...
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Impact of the routine varicella vaccination programme on varicella epidemiology in Germany
                     
                







Siedler, Anette; Arndt, U 


Routine varicella vaccination with one dose for children of 11 to 14 months was recommended in Germany in 2004 to reduce disease incidence and severe complications. A country-wide varicella sentinel surveillance system was ...
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