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Leonard House, London Road, Bognor. Sussex. England. 

17th July 1884 

 

Sir [Robert Koch] 

Seeing that you take a scientific interest in cholera I beg most respectfully to inclose 

you copy of an article I wrote on the Cause and Cure of cholera, which appeared in 

the Journal of Public “Health” on the 28th July 1876, page 81, & which perhaps may 

not have been generally brought to notice. 

I do not put so much importance to the theory of germs & animalcule generating 

disease, as I consider that it is the disease that generates them: that the very blood 

of animals, & the air and earth contains them, and when the blood and air become 

impare that they then develope themselves & spread into further contagion. I believe, 

for instance, that the animalcule in the human body as well as of the lower animals 

develope themselves into tape & other worms etc., from an impure state of blood, 

altho‘ they may be also propagated by other means.  

Many years ago I recollect that the whole of england, & far out at sea, was densely 

clouded with minions or small knots, and how could they have been instantly 

produced but from a peculiar state of atmosphere which developed them. 

A Surgeon Major in the Indian Army was much pleased with my above mentioned 

article on cholera. 

I am Yours faithfully 

W. W. Withers 

 

To Dr. Koch 

Berlin 

Germany. 

 

 

 

Anlage: Zeitungsartikel 
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