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Lassa virus (LASV) is a causative agent of hemorrhagic fever in West Africa. In recent years, it has been imported several times to Europe and North America. The method of choice for early detection of LASV in blood is RT-PCR. Therefore, the European Network for Diagnostics of ‘Imported’ Viral Diseases (ENIVD) performed an external quality assessment (EQA) study for molecular detection of LASV. A proficiency panel of 13 samples containing various concentrations of inactivated LASV strains Josiah, Lib-1580/121, CSF, or AV was prepared. Samples containing the LASV-related lymphocytic choriomeningitis virus (LCMV) and negative sera were included as specificity controls. Twenty-four laboratories from 17 countries (13 European, one African, one Asian, two American countries) participated in the study. Thirteen laboratories (54%) reported correct results, 4 (17%) laboratories reported 1 to 2 false-negative results, and 7 (29%) laboratories reported 3 to 5 false-negative results. This EQA study indicates that most participating laboratories have a good or acceptable performance in molecular detection of LASV. However, several laboratories need to review and improve their diagnostic procedures.




Files in this item




[image: Thumbnail]



29qJsQGBZ6byc.pdf — Adobe PDF — 132.3 Kb





MD5: 56b1cdf55eed280d3436487cf52b31f6










Cite



BibTeX






EndNote






RIS








No license information




Details























Terms of Use Imprint Policy Data Privacy Statement Contact








[image: ]


The Robert Koch Institute is a Federal Institute

within the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Health








© Robert Koch Institute

All rights reserved unless explicitly granted.





 









DOI


10.1371/journal.pntd.0003793



Permanent URL


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003793



HTML


<a href="https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003793">https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pntd.0003793</a>











