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Fatal ulcerative colitis in a western lowland gorilla (Gorilla gorilla gorilla).




Lankester, Felix

Mätz-Rensing, Kerstin

Kiyang, J.

Jensen, Siv Aina

Weiss, Sabrina

Leendertz, Fabian




A captive western lowland gorilla (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) presented with watery diarrhoea that progressed to become profuse and haemorrhagic. Faecal analyses revealed Balantidium (B.) coli trophozoites and salmonella-like bacteria. Despite treatment the gorilla died on the 5th day after onset of symptoms. Post-mortem examination revealed a severe erosive-ulcerative superficial and deep colitis. Histological examination of post-mortem samples of the colon showed plentiful B. coli invading into the mucosa and submucosa, whilst PCR screening of bacterial DNA could not confirm any bacteria species which could be connected to the clinical picture. As B. coli is usually a non-pathogenic gut commensal, and as this animal previously showed evidence of non-symptomatic infection of B. coli, it is possible that the switch in pathogenicity was triggered by an acute bacterial infection. Despite successful treatment of the bacterial infection the secondary deep invasion of B. coli was not reversed, possibly because of the failure of the treatment regimen, and led to the death of the gorilla.
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Factors affecting patterns of tick parasitism on forest rodents in tick-borne encephalitis risk areas, Germany
                     
                







Kiffner, Christian; Vor, Torsten; Hagedorn, Peter; Niedrig, Matthias; Rühe, Ferdinand 


Identifying factors affecting individual vector  burdens is essential for understanding infectious disease  systems. Drawing upon data of a rodent monitoring  programme conducted in nine different forest patches in  southern ...
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African great apes are naturally infected with polyomaviruses closely related to Merkel cell polyomavirus
                     
                







Leendertz, Fabian; Scuda, Nelly; Cameron, Kenneth; Kidega, Tonny; Zuberbühler, Klaus; Leendertz, Siv Aina J.; Couacy-Hymann, Emmanuel; Boesch, Christophe; Calvignac, Sébastien; Ehlers, Bernhard 


The oncogenic Merkel cell polyomavirus (MCPyV) infects humans worldwide, but little is known about the  occurrence of viruses related to MCPyV in the closest phylogenetic relatives of humans, great apes. We  analyzed samples ...
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A New Bacillus anthracis Found in Wild  Chimpanzees and a Gorilla from West and  Central Africa
                     
                







Leendertz, Fabian; Yumlu, Saniye; Pauli, Georg; Boesch, Christophe; Couacy-Hymann, Emmanuel; Vigilant, Linda; Junglen, Sandra; Schenk, Svenja; Ellerbrok, Heinz 
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